
	
The	Cane	Toad	Rally	(CTR)	has	been	running	for	more	than	43	years.		There	have	been	a	few	speed	
bumps	along	its	journey	but	it	always	bounces	back	as	a	favourite	of	the	Australian	rally	fraternity.		

	It	was	started	by	Don	Barker	who	was	Vice	President	in	1977	and	1978.	
	
1978		Eungella	Dam	 (110km	west	of	Mackay)	was	 the	 location	 for	 the	 first	 three	 rallies.	 	 This	 inaugural	
rally	was	 for	BMWMCQ	members	only	and	was	known	as	 the	Northern	Rally.	 	 It	was	organised	as	an	
alternative	 to	 the	 Easter	 bike	 races	 in	 Bathurst	 and	 an	 opportunity	 for	 the	 northern	members	 to	 get	
involved	in	club	activities.		Club	General	Meetings	were	also	held	at	the	Rallies	as	well	as	a	gymkhana,	the	
usual	rally	awards	and	our	“Rum	Hunt”.		Suggestions	of	a	suitable	name	for	the	rally	were	taken	over	the	
following	months	and	the	name	Cane	Toad	Rally	was	chosen	and	used	for	the	first	time	in	1979.	
	
1979	Eungella	Dam	(110km	west	of	Mackay)	was	the	first	CTR	that	was	open	to	all	regardless	of	what	type	
of	bike	they	rode.	Rally	goers	from	Newcastle,	Sydney,	Victoria	and	South	Australia	attended.		It	rained	or	
drizzled	on	and	off	all	weekend.	 	Silk	Screen	Printing	of	T-Shirts	was	performed	at	the	Rally	site	of	the	
Flying	Cane	Toad.	 	The	Kawasaki	Dealer	 in	Mackay	bought	a	 Jet	Ski	up	for	all	 to	play	with.	 	BMW	Club	
member,	 Merv	 shot	 some	 video	 footage	 around	 the	 campsite	 of	 people	 taking	 part	 in	 the	 gymkhana	
events.		This	was	taken	to	Mackay	and	was	shown	on	a	National	Network	News	that	night.	

	
	
Trophies	 were	 presented	 for	 Longest	 Distance	 Male	 (from	 S.A.),	 Longest	 Distance	 Female	 (Canberra),	
Longest	Distance	Sidecar	 (Sydney),	Hard	Luck	Award	 (because	they	missed	out	of	winning	the	Longest	distance	
Sidecar	by	26km),	Oldest	Rider	 (won	by	our	own	Harold	Tapscott	who	was	in	his	late	50’s)	 and	Oldest	Bike	 (won	
also	by	our	own	Shona		“Duck”	Hall	on	her	1955	BMW	R50).	
	
1980	Eungella	 Dam	 –	 147	motorcyclists	 attended.	 	 A	 few	more	 Awards	were	 up	 for	 grabs	 this	 year	
including	 ‘Longest	 Distance	 Pillion’,	 ‘Highest	 combined	 Club	 Distance’,	 ‘Highest	 Club	 Attendance’	 and	
‘Best	Touring	Bike’,	which	was	won	by	a	Harley	Davidson	Electra	Glide.	
	
1981	–	1991	Saw	the	CTR	move	to	Finch	Hatton	Gorge	(60km	west	of	Mackay)	on	private	Property	and	it	
was	 to	 be	 the	 site	 for	 the	 Rally	 over	 the	 next	 ten	 years.	 	 In	 1981	 over	 200	 motorcyclists	 attended	
including	 30	 BMWMCCQ	 members	 and	 in	 1984	 more	 than	 400	 attended	 including	 54	 BMWMCCQ	
members.		Another	award,	‘Longest	Distance	under	500cc’	was	introduced.	

	
	
	
	
	
	

History	of	the	“CANE TOAD RALLY”.	

Harold	Tapscott	and	Noel	Sopeer	Bevans	Lookout	



	

	
	
Following	 the	1991	 rally,	with	 “changing	membership	 and	 their	 priorities,	 the	 Australian	 Grand	 Prix,	
local	development	at	the	site	area,	a	proliferation	of	other	rallies	and	no	organiser	volunteering	for	the	
next	rally,	or	likelihood	of	one	appearing,	the	committee	agreed	that	the	Cane	Toad	had	run	it’s	course	
and	would	not	be	held	in	the	future”.	 	Consequentially	there	was	no	CTR	in	1992,	but…	with	the	news	
that	there	would	be	no	more	rallies,	our	northern	members	were	so	disappointed	that	they	held	an		
Unofficial	rally	in	1992.	
	

	
The	cancelling	of	future,	official	CTR’s	was	short	lived	with	only	one	years	absence	the	CTR	was	back.	
	
1993		Saw	 the	 return	of	 the	CTR	 to	 celebrate	 the	 clubs	35th	 year	 celebration	and	was	held	at	Builyan	
(Many	Peaks	district)	90km	SW	of	Gladstone	towards	Monto	with	an	attendance	of	110.			
	

	



1994		Many	Peaks	was	the	site	again	with	71	attending,	then	for	the	next	three	years	the	CTR	was	held	
at	a	different	location	each	year.		
	
1995	The	first	hopping	CTR.		1st	night	at	Cania	Gorge	Tourist	Park,	2nd	night	at	Springshaw	Showground	
and	3rd	 night	Cania	Gorge	Tourist	Park.	 	There	were	27	motorcyclist	 that	 attended,	with	one	attendee	
riding	from	Adelaide.		
	
1996	The	 CTR	 was	 held	 two	 weeks	 before	 Easter	 at	 Girraween’s	 Castle	 Rock	 Campground.	 135	
motorcyclists	attended.		This	was	the	first	time	the	CTR	was	not	held	on	the	Easter	weekend	and	after	it’s	
success	it	was	repeated	the	following	year.	
	
1997	Held	on	 the	Anzac	Day	Long	Weekend	at	Emu	Creek	near	Blackbutt,	66	motorcyclists	attended.		
Each	year	the	Clubs	stumbling	block	was	always	the	difficulty	finding	members	to	help	with	organising	
the	rally	and	despite	this	rally	being	a	huge	success,	the	CTR	disappeared	for	another	three	years	(1998,	
1999,	2000).	
	
2001	The	CTR	was	back	and	on	the	Easter	Long	Weekend	and	the	event	was	the	second	‘hopping	rally’	
for	the	Cane	Toad.		It	was	restricted	to	BMWMCQ	members,	members	of	other	clubs	and	friends	of	these	
members.		The	1st	night	was	in	Warwick,	2nd	night	was	at	Westmar	and	attended	the	Flinton	Picnic	Races	
and	the	3rd	night	at	Possum	Park,	north	of	Miles.		

	
	
2003		Easter	Long	Weekend	the	CTR	was	held	at	Cania	Gorge	Tourist	Retreat	and	was	huge	success	with	
more	than	80	rally	goers	from	afar	as	Sydney,	Canberra	and	Townsville.	A	spit	roast	was	put	on	Saturday	
Night.		The	usual	rally	awards	were	presented.		The	rally	was	for	members	and	friends	only.	
	

Westmar	Campsite	



	
2004	Easter	Long	weekend	held	at	 the	Dorrigo	Mountain	Resort	450km	into	NSW.	 	This	was	the	 first	
and	only	time	the	CTR	was	held	outside	Qld.		The	resort	was	used	as	home	base	for	various	rides	around	
the	district.		It	was	a	closed	event	for	BMWMCQ	members	only.		This	was	to	be	the	last	CTR	for	ten	years,	
the	longest	break	in	the	history	of	the	event.	
	

	
	
	
2015	2~3rd	May,	Somerset	Park	Campground,	for	BMWMCQ	members	only.		A	post-mortem	of	previous	
CTR’s	indicated	that	organisers	were	difficult	to	find	due	to	the	size	and	complexity	of	the	CTR.		The	“first	
time”	CTR	organisers	of	this	event	decided	that	due	to	the	duration	since	the	previous	CTR	it	would	be	
kept	simple	and	closer	to	Brisbane	with	the	intention	of	moving	it	further	away	the	following	year	and	
returning	some	of	the	traditional	activities.	They	wanted	the	CTR	to	survive	 into	the	future	and	not	be	
too	difficult	to	organise	for	future	organisers.	The	2015	CTR	was	held	at	a	great	campground	but	had	the	
smallest	attendance	 in	CTR	history	due	 to	 the	enormous	amount	of	 rain	 in	 the	week	 leading	up	 to	 the	
event.		The	rain	miraculously	cleared	the	night	before	the	rally	as	forecast.	The	site	dried	out	very	quickly	
and	the	five	members	who	attended	enjoyed	the	weekend	regardless.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
2018	After	a	two	year	gap	and	a	new	line	up	of	organisers	the	40th	Anniversary	and	the	24th	Rally	was	
held	on	the	October	long	weekend.		The	venue	was	the	Nindigully	Hotel	500km	west	of	Brisbane	and	was	
open	to	all	motorcyclists.		The	usual	gymkhana,	Rum	Hunt,	Silk	Screening	of	T-shirts	and	badges	were	all	
on	the	menu.	 	The	weekend	was	a	huge	success	considering	it	was	only	advertised	8	weeks	before	the	
event.		The	two	national	football	codes’	Grand	Finals	were	held	on	the	same	weekend,	so	most	rally	goers	
were	at	the	bar	having	a	merry	old	time	watching	the	footy	and	the	gymkhana	was	the	furtherest	thing	
on	 their	 mind,	 so	 it	 didn’t	 happen.	 	 Awards	 ($50	Dan	Murphy	Gift	Cards)	were	 handed	 out,	 with	 the	
Longest	Distance	rider	coming	from	Albury.	Prizes	for	the	gymkhana	were	then	used	as	prizes	for	a	trivia	
session	held	after	dinner.		A	bacon	and	egg	breakfast	was	served	up	the	next	morning	before	most	people	
departed.		



	
	
2019	This	 rally	was	 to	 be	 held	 at	Nindigully	 again,	 however	 the	 venue	 decided	 to	 put	 on	 a	 film	 and	
music	festival	on	the	same	weekend	to	celebrate	the	20th	anniversary	of	the	film	“Paperback	Hero”	which	
was	filmed	at	Nindigully.	They	wanted	to	charge	a	$60pp	entry	fee	on	top	of	the	$20pp	entry	fee	for	the	
rally,	so	with	only	three	months	before	the	event	we	had	to	change	the	venue.	
Toobeah	was	selected	due	to	 it’s	close	proximity	to	Nindigully	(100km)	which	was	a	deciding	 factor	 in	
case	some	rally	goers	didn’t	hear	of	the	change	of	venue.	 	 It	 turned	out	to	be	a	great	venue	and	the	67	
motorcyclists	 that	attended	enjoyed	 the	weekend	despite	 the	unseasonal	high	 temperature	and	 lots	of	
flies.	 	 The	 Gymkhana	 and	 Rum	 Hunt	 were	 run	 and	 won.	 	 A	 new	 award	 was	 added	 for	 the	 “Largest	
Club/Forum	Attendance”	and	was	won	by	the	K100	Forum	and	the	trophy	for	each	of	them	was	a	free	
beer	at	the	bar.		The	regular	awards	of	‘Longest	Distance	Rider’	etc.,	were	all	awarded	a	$50	Dan	Murphy	
Gift	 Card.	 	 The	Hotel	 provided	 free	 camping	with	 free	 showers/toilets	 and	 a	 ‘help	 yourself‘	 breakfast	
including	toast,	cereal,	tea	and	coffee.		The	Pub	meals	were	1st	class	and	the	beer	was	cold,	which	made	
for	a	perfect	weekend!		All	profits	were	donated	to	the	RFDS.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
2020	 	 	The	rally	was	 to	be	held	on	a	new	date	of	 the	 last	weekend	 in	April,	but	 the	global	pandemic,	
Covid-19	forced	the	event	to	be	postponed	to	the	second	last	weekend	in	August.	
The	Rally	held	again	at	Toobeah	Hotel	was	a	success	despite	the	fact	that	the	NSW/Qld	border	was	closed	
we	 had	 57	Queenslanders	 attend.	 	 The	 temperature	was	 pleasant	 compared	 to	 the	 previous	 year	 and	
there	were	no	flies	to	annoy	us	this	year,	but	we	did	have	strong	winds.	 	It	was	the	first	year	that	rally	
goers	 could	 complete	 a	 pre-registration	 form	 online	 prior	 to	 the	 event,	 which	would	 save	 them	 time	
when	they	arrived	at	the	rally.		The	Egg	and	Spoon	race	was	a	new	addition	to	the	gymkhana	and	rookie	
rally	 goer	 Rob	 McNeill	 (BMWMCQ)	 won	 both	 the	 Egg	 and	 Spoon	 and	 the	 Slow	 Races.	 	 The	 usual	
screenprinting	of	t-shirts	was	conducted	again	in	the	beer	garden,	but	this	year	with	help	from	volunteer	
Geoff	Hamon	it	ran	very	smoothly.		President	Paul	Hughes	conducted	the	Awards	ceremony	with	a	new	
award	 for	 the	 Longest	Distance	 Female	Rider	won	 by	 our	 very	 own	Cindy	Bennett	 (418km).	 	 Longest	
Distance	Male	Rider	was	won	by	 Jack	Pashley	(934km),	Longest	Distance	Pillion	was	won	by	Christine	
Crowe	(541km)	and	the	Hard	Luck	Award	was	won	by	Margreth	Van	Aartsen	(BMWMCQ)	for	missing	out	
on	longest	distance	female	rider	by	6km.		After	the	awards	everyone	settled	down	to	a	good	feed,	a	few	
drinks	and	social	distancing	around	the	fire	drums.	 	 It	was	announced	at	the	rally	that	next	years	rally	
would	be	held	at	Mt.	Perry	with	a	positive	response	from	those	in	attendance.		It	was	another	successful	
rally	with	$615	profit	being	donated	to	the	RFDS.	
	

	
	
	
	
2021				We	 were	 lucky	 this	 year	 to	 hold	 the	 event	 on	 the	 last	 weekend	 in	 April	 without	 it	 being	
postponed	as	it	was	last	year	because	of	Covid-19	restrictions.		The	rally	was	held	at	the	new	location	of	
Mt.	Perry	and	was	an	outstanding	success.		The	Wolka	Reserve	site	was	the	perfect	place	for	a	rally	with	
flushing	 toilets,	 hot	 showers,	 a	 kiosk	 building	which	was	 utilised	 by	 the	Mt.	 Perry	Hotel	 and	 Caterers	



from	the	Mt.	Perry	General	Store.		We	had	185	attend	the	rally	and	the	feedback	was	that	the	move	north	
of	Brisbane	and	the	Campground	chosen	were	a	very	good	choice.		More	people	arrived	on	the	Friday	this	
year	compared	to	Saturday.	
On	 Saturday	 morning	 a	 well	 attended	 guided	 tour	 of	 the	 local	 area	 was	 conducted,	 visiting	 the	
Boolboonda	Tunnel	and	Paradise	Dam.		The	Gymkhana	was	held	in	the	afternoon	with	same	events	from	
last	year	plus	a	new	‘Long	Thong	Toss’,	as	we	had	plenty	of	room.	 	The	screen	printing	of	T-Shirts	was	
very	 popular.	 The	 Awards	 Ceremony	 was	 next	 with	 the	 awards	 for	 Longest	 Distance	 Male	 going	 to	
‘T4Tom”	from	Victoria	(2500km)	and	Longest	Distance	Female	went	to	Kathleen	Parsons	from	near	ACT	
(1460km).	Highest	Club/Forum	attendance	went	to	the	Ulysses	(13).		The	traditional	Rum	Hunt	continues	
to	be	popular	with	many	scrambling	around	looking	for	the	hidden	Tokens.		After	the	awards	everybody	
just	mingled	around	the	six	fire	drums	eating	and	drinking.	
Anzac	Day	was	on	Sunday	this	year	and	a	Dawn	Service	was	held	on	site	and	well	attended	by	rally	goers.		
After	a	hearty	breakfast	most	packed	up	and	head	off	for	home.	 	All	proceeds	were	donated	to	two	Mt.	
Perry	Community	Groups	and	the	RFDS.	
	

	

	
	
	
	
2022		 	 	We	were	lucky	again	this	year,	not	because	of	Covid	but	the	weather.	An	enormous	amount	of	
rain	fell	in	the	month	leading	up	to	the	rally	and	despite	it	was	primarily	an	overcast	weekend	with	the	
odd	sprinkle,	we	still	managed	to	welcome	248	motorcyclists.	A	few	improvements	were	made	from	the	
previous	year	and	a	choice	of	 three	organised	rides	on	Saturday	morning	was	one	of	 them.	Last	years	
sealed	road	ride	 to	Paradise	Dam	and	visiting	Boolboonda	Tunnel	was	run	again	and	a	ride	via	dirt	 to	
Paradise	Dam	was	also	run.		There	was	also	a	third	ride	to	the	“Mystery	Craters”.		The	usual	Gymkhana	
events	were	joined	by	a	demonstration	event	put	on	by	BMWMCQ	members	called	the	Super	Thong	Toss.	
In	this	event	a	thong	can	be	modified	or	added	to	something	else	that	would	enable	it	to	travel	further.	
The	only	rules	are	that	it	must	be	a	thong	and	you	must	be	able	to	wear	it	on	your	foot	and	walk	for	6mt.	
	



This	 year	 for	 the	 first	 time	 we	 had	 Cane	 Toad	 Races	 run	 by	 the	 Mt.	 Perry	 Development	 Board	 with	
proceeds	going	to	sponsor	a	 local	Police	Officer	who	will	be	running	 from	Mt.	Perry	to	Bundaberg	and	
return	non	stop	to	raise	funds	for	Epilepsy	Research.	
Award	winners	for	Longest	Distance	Male	&	Female	were	Peter	&	Teresa	Golding	both	riding	1,949km	
from	Melbourne.	Longest	Distance	Pillion	was	Chrissy	Avery	travelling	1,023km.	The	Oldest	BMW	went	
to	Ian	Elliott	for	his	1967	R60/2.		Hard	Luck	Award,	with	overwhelming	support	went	to	Mark	Morrissey.	
The	Slow	Race	was	won	by	Matt	McGuigan	who	also	won	the	Egg	&	Spoon	race	with	Kathrin	Breitenstein	
as	 pillion.	 Busa	Mick	won	 the	 Thong	 Toss	 and	 John	McCombe	won	 the	 Long	 Thong	 Toss.	 	 Rum	Hunt	
Winners	 were	 Con	 Schuit	(for	 the	4th	 year	 in	a	 row)	and	 Katherine	 Breitenstein.	 	 This	 year’s	 Highest	
Club/Forum	attendance	went	 to	 two	clubs,	10	 from	the	Central	Coast	Motorcycle	Touring	Club	and	10	
from	the	Leisure	Riders	Touring	Motorcycle	Club.	
Once	again	all	proceeds	were	donated	to	two	Mt.	Perry	Community	Groups	and	the	RFDS.	
	

	
	
 
	

	
	
	

	


